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Central Water District is celebrating 75 years of service! 

We take pride in providing our customers with the  
highest quality water, the lowest water rates, and the best customer service. 

The Central Water District is excited to announce the construction of its new production well is 
underway.  This project is a crucial step in securing another reliable, long-term water supply for 
the community.   

The new well will be approximately 600 feet deep, 
produce 500 gallons per minute, and replace two of the 
District’s aging wells. 

The estimated $1.5 million project is fully funded by the 
District and is anticipated to be completed by mid-2026. 

The District extends its sincerest gratitude to New Hope 
Aptos for granting the dedicated easement which was 
essential for the construction of this well. This project 
would not have been possible without their community-
focused leadership and vision.  Thank you, New Hope 
Aptos! 

The District invites its customers to attend a gathering 
celebrating the District’s 75th Anniversary and the Well 14 
Project on July 11th from 11 - 2 at New Hope Aptos. 

You can find more information about this celebration, the  
Well 14 project, and your Central Water District at  
www.centralwaterdistrict.us.com . 

Thank you for allowing us to serve you! 
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Robert Postle  
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Board Meetings 

Regular Board Meetings are held on the 
third Wednesday of each month at   

6:00 p.m. at the District Office located at  
400 Cox Road in Aptos.   
We hope to see you there! 

Conductor casing installation. 



ATENCIÓN RESIDENTES! Este informe con ene información muy importante sobre su agua para 
beber. Favor de comunicarse Central Water District a (831)688-2767 para asis rlo en español. 

Where Does My Water Come From? Central Water District (CWD) water is sourced from three groundwater 
wells that are located within the District’s service area.  The wells pull water from the Aromas Red Sands and 
Purisima aquifers.  

Why Test Drinking Water? As water travels over the land’s surface or through the ground, it can dissolve   
naturally-occurring substances.  It can also pick up contaminants resulting from the presence of animals or from 
human activity.  Substances or contaminants that can be present in source water, such as rivers, lakes, streams, 
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells includes:   
Microbial contaminants, like viruses and bacteria that may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, 
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife.  Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, that can be 
naturally-occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and 
gas production, mining or farming.  Pesticides and herbicides, that may come from a variety of sources such as 
agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses.  Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic 
and volatile organic chemicals, that are byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can  
also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, agricultural application, and septic systems.  Radioactive 
contaminants, that can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.  

Health Concerns and Drinking Water.  It is reasonable to expect drinking water, including bottled water, to 
contain at least small amounts of some contaminants.  The presence of contaminants does not necessarily 
indicate that the water poses a health risk.  However, some people may be more vulnerable to              
contaminants in drinking water than the general population.  For example, immuno-compromised persons 
such as those with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people 
with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from       
infections.  These people should seek advice about drinking water from their healthcare providers.  More          
information about the potential health effects of contaminants, including the U.S. Environmental Protection    
Agency (U.S. EPA) and Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of 
infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants, can be obtained by calling the U.S. EPA’s       
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.     

What Local Facilities and Activities Affect My Drinking Water?  Assessment of the Central Water     
District’s drinking water sources was completed in 2009, and based on detected contaminants in the water supply 
the District is considered most vulnerable to the following facilities/activities:  Septic Systems (low & high density) 
and Fertilizer Applications.  Central Water District’s water sources may also be most vulnerable to the following       
facilities/activities even though there were no associated contaminant detections:  Office Building Complexes, 
Sewer Collection Systems, Housing (high density), Well Water Supply, Transportation Corridors (freeway and 
roads/streets), RV Ministorage Facilities, and Veterinary Offices/Clinics.  A copy of the full assessment report is 
available at the District Office. 

Frequently Asked Questions About CWD Water, etc.  Does Central Water District add FLUORIDE to 
my drinking water?  No, any fluoride present in your CWD water is naturally-occurring.  How hard is my      
Central Water District water?  CWD water is considered “hard water” with a most recent hardness result of    
223 ppm or 13 grains per gallon (GPG).  Who do I contact if I have questions about my CWD water or this 
Water Quality Report?  You can contact the District Manager, Ralph Bracamonte, Monday through Thursday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at (831) 688-2767.  You can also email admin@centralwaterdistrict.us.com or mail 
your correspondence to P.O. Box 1869, Aptos, CA 95001.   

Drinking Water Standards and My Water.  In order to ensure that your tap water is safe to drink, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and the State Water Resources Control Board establish regulations that limit 
the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water systems.  U.S. Food and Drug                 
Administration regulations and California law also establish limits for contaminants in bottled water, that provide  
the same protection for public health.   
The Central Water District vigilantly safeguards its water supplies, and once again is proud to report that 
in 2025 our system did not violate a maximum contaminant level or any other required water quality 
standard.  In the following pages you will find the District’s most recent water monitoring data, which includes test 
results from January 1 to December 31, 2025, as well as earlier monitoring data.  Generally, only substances that 
are detected are reported.     
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Primary Drinking Water Standards  

Microbiological   
Contaminants 

Number 
Collected    
in 2024 

Highest Number 
of Detections 

Number of 
Months      

in Violation 
MCL MCLG Typical Source of Bacteria 

E. coli (State Revised Total 
Coliform Rule) 36 0 

(in the year) 0 Footnote 1 0 Human and animal fecal waste 

Total Coliform Bacteria 36 
0 

(in a month) 
 

0 NA NA Naturally present in the environment 

Chemical or Constituent 
(reporting units) Sample Date Level  

Detected 
Range of  

Detections 
MCL or 
[MRDL] 

PHG,
(MCLG) 

or
[MRDLG] 

Typical Source of Contaminant 

Radium 226 (pCi/L) 2/20/19 
0.007 

(Average) 
0 - 0.021 NA 0.05 Erosion of natural deposits 

Radium 228 (pCi/L) 2/20/19 
0.000 

(Average) 
0.000 NA 0.019 Erosion of natural deposits 

Combined Radium 226 & 228 
(pCi/L) 

2/20/19 
0.007 

(Average) 
0 - 0.021 5 NA2 Erosion of natural deposits 

Gross Alpha (pCi/L) 6/7/23 
0.639 

(Average) 
0.450-0.965 15 (0) Erosion of natural deposits 

Total Trihalomethanes  
[TTHMs] (µg/L) 8/19/25 20 

(Highest) 4.2 - 20 80 NA Byproduct of drinking water disinfection 

Chlorine Residual (mg/L) 2025 
0.19 

(Highest RAA) 
0.06 - 0.48 

[4.0]  
as Cl2 

[4]  
as Cl2 

Drinking water disinfectant added for treatment 

Fluoride (mg/L) 6/6/23 
0.11 

(Average) 
 0.10 - 0.12  2.0 1 Erosion of natural deposits; discharge from fertilizer 

and aluminum factories  

Nitrate—as Nitrogen [N] 
(mg/L) 2025 2.9 

(Average) 0.9-5.8 10 10 
Runoff and leaching from fertilizer use; leaching 
from septic tanks and sewage; erosion of natural   
deposits 

Total Chromium (µg/L) 6/6/23 8.3 
(Average) 5.4 - 10 50 (100) Discharge from steel and pulp mills and chrome 

plating; erosion of natural deposits  

Hexavalent Chromium  
(µg/L) 2025 9.3 

(Average) 6.3-13 10 0.02 

Erosion of natural deposits; transformation of   
naturally occurring trivalent chromium to hexava-
lent chromium by natural processes and human      
activities such as discharges from electroplating 
factories, leather tanneries, wood preservation, 
chemical synthesis, refractory production, and   
textile manufacturing facilities.   

1 Routine & repeat samples are total coliform-positive & either is E. coli-positive or system fails to take repeat samples following E. coli-positive routine sample or system     
  fails to analyze total coliform-positive repeat sample for E. coli.   

2  See individual Radium 226 & Radium 228 constituent PHGs            

HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM was detected at a maximum level of 13 µg/L, which exceeds the Hexavalent Chromium 
MCL. While the Hexavalent Chromium in the CWD water supply is naturally occurring and a water system of our size is 
not  considered in violation of the Hexavalent Chromium MCL until after October 1, 2028, the District is currently  
addressing the exceedance in order to comply with the newly established MCL by installing a new production Well. 

The District detected NITRATE, as Nitrogen (N), at a maximum level of 5.8 mg/L, which is less than the MCL of           
10 mg/L. Nitrate in drinking water at levels above 10 mg/L is a health risk for infants less than six months of age. Such 
Nitrate  levels in drinking water can interfere with the capacity of an infant’s blood to carry oxygen, resulting in serious  
illness; symptoms include shortness of breath and blueness of the skin. Nitrate levels above 10 mg/L may also affect the 
ability of the blood to carry oxygen in other individuals, such as pregnant women and those with specific enzyme        
deficiencies.  If you are caring for an infant, or you are pregnant, you should seek advice from your health care provider. 
Nitrate levels may rise quickly for short periods of time because of rainfall or agricultural activity.                                                       
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Secondary Drinking Water Standards 

Chemical or  Constituent 
(reporting units) Sample Date Average  

Level Detected 
Range of 

Detections 

MCL or 
[ Notification 

Level ] 
Typical Source of Contaminant 

Chloride (mg/L) 6/6/23 29 24 - 35 500 Runoff / leaching from natural deposits; seawater influence 

Odor-Threshold (Units) 2025 1 1-1 3 Naturally-occurring organic materials 

pH (pH Units) 2025 6.7 6.2 - 7.2 6.5-8.5 
(U.S. EPA) Measure of the acidity or basicity  

Specific  
Conductance (µS/cm) 6/6/23 513 490 - 540 1,600  Substances that form ions when in water; seawater influence 

  Sulfate (mg/L) 6/6/23 43 41 - 45 500 Runoff / leaching from natural deposits; industrial wastes 

Turbidity (NTU) 2025 0.5 0.05 - 3.4 5 Soil runoff; flushing of water mains 

  Zinc (mg/L) 6/6/23 0.02 ND - 0.05 5.0 Runoff / leaching from natural deposits; industrial wastes 

  Total Dissolved                    
  Solids [TDS] (mg/L) 6/6/23 337 310 - 350 1,000 Runoff / leaching from natural deposits 

Unregulated Monitoring Results  

Boron (µg/L) 6/16/20 40 33 - 48 [ 1,000 ] Boron exposures resulted in decreased fetal weight 
(developmental effects) in newborn rats 

DEFINITIONS:  Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. Primary MCLs are set as close to the PHGs (or MCLGs) as is 
economically and technologically feasible. Secondary MCLs are set to protect the odor, taste, and appearance of drinking water.  Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) The level of 
a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs are set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA).  Maximum Residual 
Disinfectant Level (MRDL)  The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial 
contaminants.  Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal (MRDLG)  The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  MRDLGs do 
not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.  Primary Drinking Water Standards (PDWS) MCLs and MRDLs for contaminants that affect health, 
along with their monitoring and reporting requirements, and water treatment requirements.  Public Health Goal (PHG) The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no 
known or expected risk to health. PHGs are set by the California Environmental Protection Agency.  Regulatory Action Level (AL) The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, 
triggers treatment or other requirements that a water system must follow.  Secondary Drinking Water Standards (SDWS)  MCLs for contaminants that affect taste, odor, or appearance of 
drinking  water.  Contaminants with SDWSs do not affect the health at the MCL levels.  ACRONYMS:  AL - Regulatory Action Level  MCL - Maximum Contaminant Level  MCLG - Maximum 
Contaminant Level Goal  mg/L - Milligrams per liter or parts per million (ppm).  Equivalent to 1 drop in 14 gallons or 1 second in 11.5 days.  MRDL - Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level   
MRDLG - Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal  NA - Not Applicable  ND - Not Detectable at testing limit  ng/L - Nanograms per liter or parts per trillion (ppt).  Equivalent to 1 drop in 
14,000,000 gallons or 1 second in nearly 32,000 years.  NTU - Nephelometric Turbidity Unit  pCi/L - Picocuries per liter (a measure of radiation)  PHG - Public Health Goal  ppb – Parts per 
billion or micrograms per liter (µg/L)  ppm - Parts per million or milligrams per liter (mg/L)  RAA - Running Annual Average  µg/L - Micrograms per liter or parts per billion (ppb).  Equivalent 
to 1 drop in 14,000 gallons or 1 second in nearly 32 years. 

Color (Units) 2025 0.3 ND - 3 15 Naturally-occurring organic materials 

Residential Tap Monitoring — Sampled in July 2025 

Lead and Copper  
(reporting units) 

Number of 
Samples       
Collected 

90th Percentile 
Level Detected 

Number of 
Sites Ex-

ceeding AL 
AL PHG Typical Source of  Contaminant 

Lead (µg/L) 10 4 0 15 0.2 Internal corrosion of household water plumbing;  
erosion of natural deposits 

Copper (mg/L) 10 0.402 0 1.3 0.3 Internal corrosion of household plumbing; erosion of 
natural deposits; leaching from wood preservatives 

If present, elevated levels of LEAD can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young        
children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home 
plumbing.  The Central Water District is responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control the       
variety of materials used in plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize 
the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking.  
If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested.  Information on lead in drinking 
water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure, is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline  
(1-800-426-4791) or at  http://www.epa.gov/lead.  In addition, a lead service line inventory was recently compiled, 
and “no lead” was confirmed in the District-owned portion of the service lines, or found in the statistically chosen 
121 service lines that were inspected.  A complete inventory is available for your review at the District Office.    

Other Monitoring Results 

Sodium (ppm) 

Hardness (ppm) 

6/6/23 26 24 - 28 None None Salt present in the water; generally naturally occurring 

6/6/23 223 220 - 230 None None 
Sum of polyvalent cations present in the water,    
generally magnesium and calcium; usually  
naturally occurring 

Chemical or Constituent   
(reporting units) 

Sample Date 
Average Level  

Detected 
Range of          

Detections 
MCL 

PHG or 
(MCLG) 

Typical Source of Contaminant 
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